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From the Chairman
By Jim Birch

We have been working to put a
more visible face on the Kendall
County Democratic organization.
WEe' ve been busy, and | hope you
enjoy this newdletter. Last
summer we had a booth at both
the Oswego Prairie Fest and the
Kendall County Fair. We had a
float in the Oswego, Y orkville,
and Montgomery parades. We
also helped man the DeKalb
County Democratic booth at the
Sandwich Fair. Last fall we put
out a 16 page candidate

Early Voting

As posted on the Illinois State
Board of Elections Website,
http://www.elections.il.gov/Voting
| nformation/Downl oadA bs.aspx,
“Many registered votersin
[llinois are unable to votein
person at the polling place on
Election Day. Early voting was
created to alow the voter to vote
in adesignated polling place
during the 22nd day through the
5th day preceding an election
without having to supply an
excuse or reason. This document
provides general information
regarding the correct procedures
to follow in order to vote early in
[llinois.”
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newspaper prior to the election.
Over 6,500 copies were printed
and the costs were covered by
advertisements. It was delivered
by committeemen and other
volunteers to Democratic
households throughout the
county. Ittook alot of work, but
everyone felt that it was well
worth the effort.

Thisyear we are looking for
more volunteers, and will always
be in search of Democratic
election judges and precinct

The early voting period for the
April 17th election is March 26"
through April 12", 2007.

Between these dates, registered
votersin Kendall County may
cast their ballot during regular
business hours (Mon. through
Fri., 8:00AM —4:30PM) at:
The Kendall County Clerks
Office

111 W. Fox St. - Room 103
Yorkville, IL 60560

Please note that the County
Clerk’ s Officeis not located at
the Kendall County Government
Center on Highway 34. It's

County
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workers. The county is growing
fast and the county clerk has
been adding new precincts each
year. We still have some open
precincts that need
committeemen. We also need
help with fund raising,
newsletters, working the booths
at the summer events, and ideas
about how to make this amore
effective organization. You can
contact us through our web site,
www.kendall-democrats.org, or
givemeacall at (630) 553-0764.
JmBirch

closer to the Historic

Courthouse. Also, thisaddressis
for early voting only. If you
wish to cast your ballot on
Election Day, you must do so at
your regular polling place. A list
of polling placesis available at
www.kendall-democrats.org.

If you have any questions that
haven’t been addressed here, you
can contact the Kendall County
Clerks Office at (630) 553-4105
or visit
www.co.kendall.il.us/countyclerk/
index.htm.




Yorkville
Candidate Forum

In anticipation of the upcoming
April 17" election, the Kendall
County Democrats and the
Kendall County Republicans are
jointly sponsoring a Y orkville
Candidate Forum on Sunday,
March 25", 2007 from 2 to 4 P.M.
This non-partisan forum will be
held at the Kendall County
Historical Courthouse, at 110
West Madison Street, in
Yorkville.

All 17 candidates including
mayoral, aldermanic, city clerk
and city treasurer candidates have
been invited to participate.

Both the Y orkville Chamber of
Commerce and the Kendall
Environmental Coalition will
provide someone to ask the
guestions. Members from the
audience will also be able to ask
guestions.
NeighborhoodCircle.com will
provide refreshments at the forum.

Please contact Jim Birch at 630-
553-0764 for more information.

Oswego Candidate
Forums

The Oswego Chamber of Commerce
is holding a candidates dinner on
Tuesday April 3, 2007, at Giordano’'s
Restaurant on Rt. 34 at Pierces Ford
Drive, in Oswego, at 6:30

P.M. Tickets are $25 members/$30
non-members. They areusing a
bulletin board with questions they
think are of interest to the
community. No questions from the
public in any form will be accepted.

The Oswego Toastmasters Club will
hold a free candidates forum on
Tuesday, March 27, 2007, at the
Little White School Museum,
Jackson & Polk Streets, in Oswego,
7:00 P.M. For moreinformation cal
630-554-0034.
www.kendall-democrats.org

Timefor Real
Education Funding
Reform

By Frank Craig

During my recent campaign for
State Senate, the overwhelming
majority of folks | talked to listed
education funding reform as being
among their top issues. Ordinary
citizens simply cannot continue to
bear the burden of funding
education through property taxes.
[llinoisis one of the last statesin
the country to rely so heavily on
property taxes as the primary
mechanism for funding public
education. This has led to real
gapsin per pupil funding between
"have" and "have not" school
districts, and hasled to a
predictable gap in achievement as
well.

While most of the legidlators
representing usin Springfield
recognize this enormous problem
we face, too few are willing to
take the political risk and do much
of anything to truly address this
issue. It istimethat "We the
Peopl€" push our elected
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representatives to do the right
thing by our children and enact
meaningful and lasting reform.
A+ lllinais, the state’ s leading
advocate for school funding
reform, has launched an
aggressive new campaign amed at
winning the votes of Illinois
lawmakers for improved school
funding and quality in 2007.
Dubbed "Vote for an A+ lllinois:
Don't Fail Us Now," the campaign
will generate the energy, urgency
and intensity of a statewide

el ection campai gn—except in this
election, the "candidates" are the
schoolchildren of Illinois, while
the "voters' are lawmakers.

The A+ Illinois@olicy Platform
proposes a set of actions centered
around Education Quality,
Accountability and Increased
Funding in order to improve
school funding and quality,
provide real and lasting property
tax relief, and improve the state®
fiscal health.

| believe that the quality of a
child®@education should not be
dictated by the quality of the
neighborhood they live in and that
continued economic growth and
prosperity herein lllinois will
depend on awell-educated
workforce. Please join mein
contacting our state legislators and
asking them to "Vote for an A+
llinois."

For more information about A+
[llinois, go to
www.aplusillinois.org.

Frank Craig



Overcoming Our Partisan L egacy

By Scott Thompson

It was a cold winter - with coal fires
and candle and oil-lamp lighted writing
desks. Two men, each of uncommonly
small stature and from wildly different
backgrounds, toiled into the night,
scratching on rough paper with
sharpened quill pens. One was a son of
Virginia, the other an adopted New

Y orker. A decade past, each had
enlisted in the war; one leaving service
because of frail health, the other seeing
it through as the great genera’s
personal aid. These sharpened feather-
pens were their swords now, and the
minds of their countrymen - their
battlefield. Now, again and till, they
were on the same side.

Over that winter in 1787 and 1788,
these two brothersin arms penned a
work of classic genius. Init, they gave
clear voice to the perils of disunity, the
likely sources of corruption, means of
guarding against it, and the benefits of
true unity. Through the wild chaos and
accumulated dust of the past two
centuries the hope and passion of their
words still shine forth brightly.
Brightly as their eyes must have
sparkled as they toiled through the
night in passionate love for and with
their country.

Wielding their feathered swords and
their impassioned voices, these two
towering spirits helped give birth to the
nation that the Revolution had made
possible. We The People had won the
right to be an independent nation, but
there was as yet no guarantee we would
be awise, just, free or successful
People. Through their Federalist
Papers and the discussions these two
precipitated, the reign of liberty wasto
shower our United States with
blessings in perpetuity.

One of our winter authorsisrightly
credited as the Father of the
Constitution, a document which is
invested with his careful attention to
balancing powers of governance, the
discouraging of sudden whimsical
shiftsin law, and insulation from
faction (or special interests).
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The other was similarly brilliant. Itis
from him that we obtain our history as
a capitalist market society with a
common national currency and a
federal government strong and wealthy
enough to fund social programs and
regulate commerce.

These two individuals crafted the
pillars of political and economic
philosophy on which our nation still
stands, setting alofty example for the
world.

Ten years later, these two men were
bitter enemies. They stood on opposite
sides of a philosophical and political
divide. One of them, siding with
Thomas Jefferson, believed that
political power should be kept local,
and that the future would find a
continent populated by self-sufficient
farmers with fierce individual
independence. The other, siding with
George Washington and John Adams,
believed that the nation was strongest
when it was united, with national
armed forces, shared financia
obligations and infrastructure
improvements, and a single powerful
international voice. He also believed
that invention, expansion, trade and
non-slave labor would provide a
foundation of prosperity unmatched by
any other nation on Earth. Our friend
of Jefferson helped form the basis for
what has become the Democratic Party.
The other along with Adams, formed
the alliance which has come down to us
as the Republican Party.

Y es these two giants became ardent
adversaries, mostly due to Jefferson’s
“stirring of the pot”, and hislack of
interest - and knowledge - concerning
hard political and financial realities.
Taking Jefferson’ s side was James
Madison, who later became president in
his own right. The financial genius and
proponent of a strong national
government was Alexander Hamilton.
In the waning days of his presidency
Madison, (long after Hamilton, had
been murdered); reversed hislong-
standing antagonism toward

Hamilton’ sideas and signed laws
guaranteeing that the institutions and
frameworks created by his old nemesis
(and once friend) would continue to be
the law of the land. It was perhaps
Madison’s final act of genius on the
national stage: Recognizing that a
strong, free and prosperous nation
needs the best ideas from many
different viewpoints, even if they did
not agree with his.

We find ourselves now far removed
from their genius, and we wonder
where are the selfless and wise toilers
who would seek to guarantee the
prosperity, sanity and equality of the
next two centuries? Madison and
Hamilton’s ghosts still haunt the two
parties, but they are ghosts with little
substance, having been reduced to the
rhetoric and sound-bytes which fly like
blunt and ugly stones from and at the
actors on our political stage.

Pay heed, my beloved fellow citizens,
my fellow inheritors of Liberty, to
those who speak of reconciliation and
common goals. Listen to those who
refuse to take up the most divisive
issues as weapons, and hurl them like
dead rocks at their supposedly
unpatriotic opponents. We are One
People Under Heaven, surely we can
act like it more often that we do. Turn
your backs on those who seek to tear
apart our brotherhood.

Listen to Lincoln and histies that bind,
to Roosevelt with hisrefusal to fear the
unknown. Embrace the future and
inherit the passion for freedom which is
our common ancestor. Guarantee that
government is run by your leave,
created by your passion, and invested
with the mandate to protect and
represent you. Ensure, as our wisest
president promised, that government of
the people, by the people and for the
people shall not perish from the Earth.
Y ou are your government — make it
real.



Philip J. Siedlecki

By Philip J. Sedlecki, Candidate
for Oswego Board of Trustees,
Trustee

After | moved to Oswego nearly 5
years ago and attended my first
newcomer’s meeting, | met the
Village President and severa other
village officials who impressed me
with their attitude and
professionalism. | knew | wanted
to be apart of thistown. Asking
how | could become involved was
thefirst step | took to that end.
Soon | was appointed to the
Community Devel opment
Committee. Then my wife Judy
and | started co-chairing the 4™ of
July Fireworks Committee and
have for the last four years. | have
since become a member of the
ECO (Environmentally Conscious
Oswego) Committee for the past 3
years, one year as chairman and
currently as co-chairman. | am

* Community Development Committee

+ 4" of July Fireworks Committee

*  ECO (Environmentally Conscious Oswego) Committee

* Cultural Arts Committee
* Tom Cross' Senior Advisory Committee

*  Neighborhood Representative of the Homeowners

Confederation

also amember of the Cultural Arts
Committee, Tom Cross Senior
Advisory Committee, and a
Neighborhood Representative of
the Homeowners Confederation.

| found time to attend and
graduate from the Oswego
Citizens Police Academy and am a
current member of its Alumni.
Most recently | served on the
Oswego School District Boundary
Committee.

Additionally, | am amember of
the Knights of Columbus Council
#7247 and a member of the
Oswego Chamber of Commerce as
adistributor for Fuel Freedom
International. My main
occupation is driving a School Bus
for Oswego School District 308,
which | enjoy very much.

| feel that my experience in these
committees and other activitiesin
the Village, which
have allowed me to
meet and work with
so many wonderful
citizens of our town,
will make me a great
Trustee, who will be
able to communicate
with and work for the
people of our

Village. If you have
any questions for me,
please do not hesitate
to cal meat
630-222-4254.

* Oswego Citizens Police Academy and current member of its

Alumni

*  Oswego School District Boundary Committee

* Khnights of Columbus Council #7247

* Oswego Chamber of Commerce as a distributor for Fuel

Freedom International

+ School Bus Driver for Oswego School District 308

| ask for your VOTE on April 17"
Please mark the 2™ name (#2) on
the ballot.

Thank you,

Philip J. Siedlecki

Dave Benson

By David Benson, Candidate for
Oswego Board of Trustees,
Trustee

| would like to thank the KCDCC
for providing this forum to briefly
introduce myself. My nameis
Dave Benson and | am running for
Oswego Village Trustee. A
relatively new resident of Oswego,
| moved to Oswego in 2004. One
thing | would like to bring to the
Board is the “new resident”
perspective that is currently
lacking. | support continued
growth, but at a slower pace and
with alonger range focus. | want
more developer contribution to the
community in infrastructure
improvements and land donations
for open space and parks. | am
also very interested in maintaining
Oswego as a safe place for kids.

Please contact me at
davedoswegovt07@yahoo.com

#%$" ( I %)

Paid for by Siedlecki for Trustee
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Arden Joe Plocher
By Arden Joe Plocher, Candidate
for Yorkville Alderman, Ward 2
Thereason | am running for City
of Yorkville Ward 2 Alderman is
simple, | havelived in the
community for over 20 years and |
want our city to continue to be the
kind of place familiesremain in
for thelong term. | want to raise
my family here as so many other
generations have. Yorkvilleis
growing and developing and the
changeit brings must be
addressed. We arelosing the
small town atmosphere we all
have cometo love. It®timeto
step back and take alook at the
big picture. We aretaxing
ourselves right out of our homes,
yet our schools are not improving.
Our streets and infrastructure are
crumbling. | am working on a
plan to improve Y orkville by
working with the state in regard to
school funding, and make
infrastructure improvements such
as sidewalks, curbs, and trees
possible. | will work to provide
more open spaces and activities
available to residents. | promise to
make myself available and
accountabl e to the community. |
will listen to your concerns and
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Paid for by David Schlaker for Trustee

will never make a decision based
on only one side of the story. | am
a 24 year old plumber, and believe
it istime for my generation to step
up and take responsibility by
getting involved in local
government for a brighter future.

| don®have all the answers but |
do have the commitment, time,
and lovefor Yorkvillethat is
required to do what it takes to help
make the City of Yorkvillethe
best it can be for al generations to
come. Arden Joe Plocher,
Arden.joe.plocher@Gmail.com,
(630) 750 5626.

Robyn Sutcliff

By Robyn Sutcliff, Candidate for
Yorkville Alderman, Ward 3

My name is Robyn Sutcliff and |
am running for Yorkville's

3rd Ward Alderman to represent
our neighborhood and bring ethics
back to city hall. My husband and
| moved from Oswego 13 years
ago because we liked the schools
and the small-town atmosphere.
Like many of you, we are growing
very concerned about the unethical
behavior of city officias. |
decided to do something to
preserve our “know your neighbor
community” by running for
Alderman.

Robyn Sutcliff




April 17, 2007 Candidates for Oswego & Yorkville:

David Benson Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

J. Anthony (Tony) Giles Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

Philip A. Solecki Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

Philip J. Siedlecki Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

Roger (Rod) Long Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

Terry Michels Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

David Schlaker Oswego Board of Trustees, Trustee (3 open)

Brian LeClerq Oswego Village President (1 open)

Craig Weber Oswego Village President (1 open)

Andrea Schweda Oswego School District 308  Board of Education, Board Member (3 open)
Joe Klussendorf Oswego School District 308  Board of Education, Board Member (3 open)
John Graff Oswego School District 308  Board of Education, Board Member (3 open)
Michael Scarmuzzi Oswego School District 308  Board of Education, Board Member (3 open)
Steve Wolf Oswego School District 308  Board of Education, Board Member (3 open)
Ken Holstrom Oswegoland Park District Board of Commissioners, Commissioner (1 open)
Mike Apolzan Oswegoland Park District Board of Commissioners, Commissioner (1 open)
Carlo Colosimo Yorkville Alderman Ward 1

Paul James Yorkville Alderman Ward 1

Walter "Wally" Werderich ~ Yorkville Alderman Ward 1

Arden Joseph Plocher Yorkville Alderman Ward 2

Jeffery L. McElroy Yorkville Alderman Ward 2

William Sklodowski Yorkville Alderman Ward 2

James Bock Yorkville Alderman Ward 3

Robyn Sutcliff Yorkville Alderman Ward 3

Anthony Berry Yorkville Alderman Ward 4

Rose Ann Spears Yorkville Alderman Ward 4

Jacquelyn Milschewski Yorkville City Clerk

Katherine Sibenaller Yorkville City Clerk

Dennis Batdorf Yorkville City Treasurer

Robert J. Allen, Sr. Yorkville City Treasurer

William Powell Yorkville City Treasurer

Arthur F. Prochaska, Jr. Yorkville Mayor

Valerie Burd Yorkville Mayor

Paid for by Citizens for Mark Guethle & Citizens for Beth Penesis

A copy of the Kendall County Democratic Central Committee report filed with the State Board of Elections and the County Clerk is (or will be)
available for purchase from the State Board of Elections, Springfield, Illinois and from the County Clerk, 111 W. Fox St., Yorkville, lllinois
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Leadership & Experience...Moving Oswego Forward!

Village President Craig Weber

has made Oswego a place
“Where Good Things Just Keep Happening!

Where ever you are in Oswego, you'll see the results of the strong leadership
of Village President Craig Weber:

Town Center Citizen Committees- Homeowners Confederation- Higher
Impact Fees for Developers- Rt. 34 Commercial Center- Falcon Landing —
Fox Valley Winery — Edward Hospital — Park ‘n’ Ride

The Veterans Memorial Plaza opened in downtown
Oswego.

Two new restaurants opened in Washington Place, a new
three-story building in downtown Oswego.

Established Citizen Committees, including the Senior
Advisory Committee, Youth Committee, Veterans
Committee, Cultural Arts Committee, Extraordinary
Oswegoan Committee and Women's Topics Committee

Craig created the Cultural Arts Committee that launched several community events, including
the Oswego Fine Art Fair, Drag Strip Days, Movies in the Park, Wine on the Fox and the
Oswego Playhouse.

The Homeowners Confederation was established to enhance cooperation and communication
between homeowners associations.

Higher residential development Impact Fees were adopted and are collected for the school,
park, library and fire districts, and Kendall County.

Increased open space and adopted a state-of-the-art
Comprehensive Plan for the Community.

Commercial Centers were established with over 2
million square feet of retail and office space.

Falcon Landing, Oswego's first office park, will be
developed on Douglas Road.

Several large employers, including ABF Freight, HQC,
and Precision Packaging, completed new projects in
the Kendall Point Business Center.

Vote for Craig Weber on April 17" and Let’s Keep Oswego Moving Forward!
For more information, go to www.reelectcraigweber.com and check back next week for another
installment of

Oswego: Where Good Things Just Keep Happening!
Paid for by Citizens to Re-Elect Craig Weber.
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Paid for by the Conservation Foundation

Yorkville Candidate Forum

In anticipation of the upcoming April 17" election, the Kendall County Democrats and the K endall County Republicans
arejointly sponsoring a Y orkville Candidate Forum on Sunday, March 25, 2007 from 2 to 4 P.M. at the Kendall County
Historical Courthouse, a 110 West Madison Street, in Yorkville. See page 2 for details.

Oswego Candidate Forums

The Oswego Chamber of Commerce is holding a candidates dinner on Tuesday April 3, 2007, at 6:30P.M.
at Giordano’s Restaurant on Rt. 34 at Pierces Ford Drive, in Oswego. See page 2 for details.
The Oswego Toastmasters Club will hold aforum on Tuesday, March 27, 2007, at the Little White School Museum,
Jackson & Polk Streets, in Oswego, at 7:00 P.M. See page 2 for details.

The Kendall County Democr atic Central Committee
Jim Birch, Chairman

Jim Feeley, Vice Chairman

Robyn Sutcliff, Treasurer

Kelly Pfarrer, Secretary

Jim Lausier, Sergeant-at-Arms
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